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I. Evidence from the Generations and 
Gender Programme
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A. Many Couples Disagree on Whether to Have a Baby
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We now compute the following disagreement shares:
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B. Without Agreement, Few Births Take Place



Doepke and Kindermann Bargaining Over Babies

The basic facts can be established through simple regressions of 

fertility outcomes on intentions of the following form:
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C. When Men Do Little Child Care Work, 
Women Are More Likely to Be Opposed to Having More Children
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II. A Bargaining Model of Fertility
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A. Setup and Solution under Commitment
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Utility u g ( c g , b) of partner g ∈ { f, m} is given by
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For a cooperating couple, the budget constraint is then given by
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Utilities ത𝑢𝑔 (0) in the outside option are therefore given by
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B. Setup and Solution under Lack of Commitment
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The new outside options therefore are
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C. Toward a Quantitative Model
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III. A Quantitative Model of Bargaining over 
Fertility under Partial Commitment
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The individual utility of a household member of gender g ∈ {m, f } at age t is 

given by the value function,
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The a i evolve according to

Instantaneous utility is given by
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Given the age distribution of children a i , we can calculate the total number 

of children living in the household as

where H is the duration of childhood.
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The within-period outside option for the wife, analogous to (5), is then 

given by
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• Given these outside options, the couple negotiates how to divide 

consumption given the budget constraint. 

• The couple’s budget constraint in the case of cooperation reads

that is, total consumption is equal to total income minus the goods cost of 

raising children, scaled up by the increasing returns from cooperation α . 
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subject to the budget constraint above.

With equal bargaining weights, the Nash bargaining outcome is the 

solution of the maximization problem
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Formally, i g is determined as follows:

where I ( · ) is the indicator function and it is understood that consumption 

and child care costs depend on b .



Doepke and Kindermann Bargaining Over Babies

IV. Matching the Model to Data from the 
Generations and Gender Programme
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A. Preset and Individually Estimated Parameters
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B. Jointly Estimated Parameters
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C. Parameter Choices and Model Fit
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V. Policy Experiments: The Effectiveness of 
Targeted Child Subsidies
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VI. Conclusions


