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• Some children have an advantage because they are born into families with 

greater ability, greater emphasis on childhood learning, and other favorable 

cultural and genetic attributes.

• Both biology and culture are transmitted from parents to children, one encoded 

in DNA and the other in a family’s culture.

• Much less is known about the transmission of cultural attributes than of 

biological ones, and even less is known about the relative contributions of 

biology and culture to the distinctive endowment of each family.

• We do not need to separate cultural from genetic endowments, and we will not 

try to specify the exact mechanism of cultural transmission.
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• the degree (or vector of degrees) of “inheritability” of these 

endowments,

• and          measures unsystematic components or luck in the 

transmission process.

• We assume that parents cannot invest in children’s endowment.
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