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1. Introduction
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• Measuring the extent to which such assortative matching differs between two 
economies is challenging when the marginal distributions of the characteristic 
along which sorting takes place (e.g., education) also changes for either or 
both sexes. 

• Drawing from the statistics literature we define simple conditions that any 
index has to satisfy to provide a measure of change in sorting that is not 
distorted by changes in the marginal distributions of the characteristic. 

• While most indices used in the literature satisfy these conditions, one of 
them—the likelihood ratio of Eika et al. (2019)—does not. 

• We attribute their empirical result of declining homogamy at the top of the 
distribution to the violation of our conditions.
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2. Measuring Assortative Matching and 
Changes in Assortativeness
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Defining Assortative Matching
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Defining “Increases in Assortative Matching”: 
Required Properties
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3. Empirical Example: Educational 
Homogamy among Educated People in the 

US
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4. Concluding Remarks
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• It is relatively simple to estimate whether there is positive assortative matching 
in a stochastic marriage market along the dimensions of a characteristic such 
as education. 

• However, measuring the extent to which such assortative matching differs 
between two economies or between two points in time for the same economy 
is challenging when the marginal distribution of the characteristics also 
change. 

• Drawing from the statistics literature we define simple conditions that any 
index should satisfy to provide a measure of change in sorting that is not 
distorted by changes in the marginal distributions of the characteristic. 

• We show that most frequently used indices satisfy these conditions but that 
the likelihood criterion of Eika et al. (2019) does not. 

• This difference in properties may underlie the contrasting conclusions about 
the change in homogamy over the recent decades.


