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James J. Heckman is the Henry Schultz Distinguished Service Professor of Economics and Director of the Cen-
ter for the Economics of Human Development at the University of Chicago. He works to understand the origins 
of major social and economic questions related to inequality, social mobility, discrimination, and the formation 
of skills and regulation in labor markets, as well as to devising and applying economically interpretable empir-
ical strategies for understanding and addressing these questions. Heckman has published over 350 articles and 
9 books. Heckman has received the Nobel Prize in Economics, the Dan David Prize, and the Chinese Govern-
ment Friendship Award, among other recognitions.


